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ROM. iii. gr, 


Do we then mate void the law end faith ? N 
God forbid ; yea, we. frabl, b toe lan, 


HAT vice and immorality, diſ- 
obedience to the laws of Cod and 
men, prevail among us; and that 
practical religion and powerful godlineſs greatly 
decline, will be acknowledged by every ſeri- 
ous, thoughtful, and conſidering Chriſtian ; but 
what are the ſprings and ſources of this ſad ſcene 
of things, or to what all this 1s to be aſcribed, 
is not ſo generally agreed; in this men differ. 
The oppoſers of the doctrines of grace attri- 
bute it, at leaſt, in part, to that ſcheme of 
truths which we juſtly eſteem the goſpel of 
Chriſt ; nor can they think there is any rea- 
ſon to expect, that moral virtue and practical 
religion will riſe and gain ground among us 
ſo long as this is the ſubje& of our minittra- 
tions. They ſpare not to charge the whole 
with a tendency to licentiouſneſs, to open the 
door to libertiniſm, and give men a looſe to 
live at pleaſure, in all manner of impiety. 
Particularly the doctrine of juſtification by the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, imputed by God the 
father, and received by faith, is branded with 
this infamous ee 'Tis ſuggeſted, that 
if this doctrine is true, the law is made void, 


obedience to it becomes unneceſſary, and good 
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works are inſignificant things ; and that it can 
be of no other uſe than to diſcourage good 
men in the performance of duty, and to en- 


courage bad men in a courſe of wickedneſs, 


To remove this charge and imputation is my 
view in reading theſe words unto you. 


The deſign of the apoſtle, in this epiſtle, 


is to ſet in a full and clear light, the doctrine 


of juſtification; in which he firſt proves that 
all mankind, Jeus and Gentiles, are finners, 
are under ſin*, the pollution, guilt and power 


of it; and ſo are arraigned, accuſed and con- 
vicded by the law, as tranſgreſſors; which law 


pronounces the whole world guilty before God, 
ſtops the mouth of every man, and puts all to 
ſilence; ſo that they have nothing to fay in vin- 


dicationof themſelves, or why judgment ſhould 


not be given againſt them, and be exccuted on 
them: whence it muſt moſt clearly follow, 


That no man can be juſtified in the ſight of 


God by the law, by the deeds of it, or by any 
obedience of ſinful man unto it. The apoſtle 
goes on to ſhew, that the matter of * 
tion, or that by which a ſinner is juſtified, i 

the righteouſneſs of God® ; a righteouſneſs in 
which Jehovah, Father, Son and Spirit are 
concerned. God the Father ſent his Son to 
work it out, and bring it in; he has approv- 
ed and accepted of it, and graciouſly imputes 


it to all the elect. The Son of God is the 


author of it; who is our Immanuel, God with 


us, 
Ver. 9. > Ver. 21, 22. 
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us, God in our nature, God and man in one 
Perſon, God over all, bleſſed for ever. Hence 
it has that fulneſs, ſufficiency and virtue to 
Juſtify all to whoſe account it is placed ; which 
the righteouſneſs of a meer creature could ne- 
ver do, The holy ſpirit of God diſcovers this 
righteouſneſs to a poor, ſenſible ſinner; brings 

it near to him; ſets it before him; works faith 

in him to lay hold upon it, and receive it, and 
pronounces him juſtified by i it in the court of 
conſcience. This righteouſneſs, the Apoſtle 
ſays e, is manifeſted without the law, that is, in 
the goſpel; in which it is revealed from faith 
fo faith; though it is witneſſed, a teſtimony is 
bore to it, both by the law and the prophets ; 
and that it is unto all, applied unto all, and 
upon all, put upon all as a robe of rightcouſ- 
neſs, even upon all hat believe; for there is no 
difference 4; that is among men, among Fews 
or Gentiles; no diſtinction made between 
righteous men and ſinners, or between ſome, 
being greater, others leſſer ſinners; for all have 
ſinned, and come ſtort of the glory of God; are 
through fin, deprived, and are deſtitute of the 
glorious image of God, that rectitude and up- 
rightneſs of nature, in which man was cre- 
ated ; and therefore ſtand in need of the juſti- 
fying righteouſneſs of Chriſt, by which they 
muſt be juſtified, if at all. The fame inſpir- 
ed writer proceeds to obſerve, that the im- 
pulſive and moving cauſe of juſtification, is the 
| free 
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6 The Law Eſtabliſbed 
free grace of God, being juſtiſied freely by his 


grace f. Grace moved Fehovab, the Father, 
to reſolve upon the juſtification of his elect. 
Grace ſet his thoughts at work ; employed his 
infinite wiſdom to find out a way whereby 
theſe, though they ſhould fall into fin, might 
be juſt with God. Grace put him upon or- 
daining, calling, engaging, and ſending his 
Son to fulfil all righteouſneſs in their room and 
ſtead ; and it was grace in him to accept of it, 
for and on the behalf of them, and to im- 
pute it to them, who, in theinſelves, were ſin- 
ners and ungodly. The grace and love of the 
Son greatly appear in his voluntary engagement 
to be the ſurety and ſubſtitute of his people, 
in his readineſs to do the will of God, in 
his chearful coming down from heaven about 
this work, and in the gracious manner in 
which he wrought out and brought in an 
everlaſting righteouſneſs. The grace of the 
Spirit is abundantly manifeſt in the revelation 
and application of the juſtifying righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt to a poor. ſinful, unworthy creature, 
and in beſtowing faith as a free gift upon him, 
to apprehend and embrace it as his own. 
The meritorious or procuring cauſe of juſtifi- 
cation, is placed in the redemption which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus; whom God, in his infinite wiſ- 
dom, and of his free rich grace, bath ſet forth, 
or fore-ordained, to be a propitiation, to latisfy 
divine juſtice, by being an expiatory ſacrifice 


for 
f Yer, 24. 


by the GosypEBL. S208 
for fin, through faith in his blood ; to declare his 
righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of fins that are paſt, 
through the forbearance of God; to declare, I 
ſay, adds the apoſtle, af this time bis righteouſ- 
neſs, that he might be juſt ; that is, appear to be 
juſt, and the juſtifier of him which believeth in 
Jeſus s. So that by this wiſe and happy ſcheme, 
both the grace and juſtice of God wonderfully 
agree in the juſtification of a poor ſinner, and 
are thereby greatly glorified. From the whole, 


the Apoſtle deduces ſeveral inferences and con- 


cluſions; as that upon this ſcheme, there is 
no room nor reaſon for boaſting in the creature; 
and aſks*, Where is boaſling then? it is ex- 
cluded ; by what law ? of works ? nay, but by 
the law of faith; that is the doctrine of faith, 
and particularly the doctrine of juſtification by 
faith in Chriſt's righteouſneſs; as alſo that a 
man is juſtified, or whoever is juſtifyed, is 
juſtified by faith, without the deeds of the 
law; that God is the God both of YFews and 
Gentiles; and that there is but one way and 
method he makes uſe of in juſtifying of either, 
and that is, by faith, and through faith; phraſes 
which are ſynonymous, and expreſſive of one 
and the ſame thing ; and then, in the words 
of our text, removes an objection which he 
calily ſaw would be raiſed againſt the doctrine 
he had advanced, do we then make void the 
law through faith? 


There 
8 Fer. 25, 26. * Fir; 29, 
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8 The Law Eabliſbed 
There were ſome who thought they did 
make void the law by the doctrine of faith : 
This was an objection common in the mouths. 
of the Jeus, and had been often levelled 
againft the miniſtry of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; _ 
and therefore the Apoſtle Pau/ could be no 
ſtranger to it. Our Lord himſelf was tradu- 
ced by the ignorant and 1]|-natured men of 
that generation in which he lived, as an An- 
tinomian, both in doctrine and practice; as one 
in doctrine, which is evident, from thoſe 
words of his in his own defence; i Think not 
that I am come to deſtroy the lau or the pro- 
phets ; I am not come to deſtroy, but to fulfil. 
Whence it is clear, that ſome had entertained 
ſuch thoughts of him, that he came to deſtroy 
the law, and imagined that he did make it null 
and void by his doctrine and miniſtry : and that 
they charged him with being one in practice, is 
certain from the account he gives of their ca- 
lumny and detraction, when he ſays k, The ſon 
/ man came eating and drinking; and they Jay, 
bebold a man gluttonous and a wine-bibber, 
friend of publicans and finners ; but wiſdom i 18 
Juſtiſied of ber children, Now if they called 
the maſter of the houſhold ſo, it is no won- 
der that they of his houſhold, his diſciples 
and followers, ſhould be treated in the ſame 
opprobrious manner. Accordingly, when Ste- 


Pben, . filled with the Holy Ghoſt, diſ- 
5 puted 


i Matt. v. 17. Matt. xi. 19. 


by the Gos PEI. = . 


puted with the Jews concerning the Meſfab 
and the goſpel-ſtate, and they were not able 
to reſiſt the wiſdom and ſpirit by which he 
ſpake ; they ſuborned, and ſet up falſe wit- 
nefles, who faid and ſwore, that he ceaſed 
not to ſpeak blaſphemous words againſt this holy 


place, and the lau i. When the apoſtle Paul 
returned unto Jeruſalem, after he had travelled 


over a large part of the Gentile world, preach- 
ing the goſpel of the grace of God with great 
ſucceſs; James, a fellow-Apoſtle, obſerved 
to him how many thouſands 5 the Jes there 
were which believed in Jeſus, and yet were 
all zealous of the law, and ſtrenuous adyocates 


for it; who had been informed that he had 


ſaid many things among the Gentiles, contrary 
to Moſes and his law, which were highly diſ- 
pleafing to them ; and therefore he put him 
upon a method to conciliate himſelf to their 
affections; which method did not ſucceed ac- 
cording to deſire and expectation: for the 
Fews having obſerved one Trophimus, an E- 


phęſian, with him, whom they ſuppoſed he 


brought! into the temple; they cried out, Men 
of Iſrael, help, this is the man that teacheth all 
men every where, againſt the people, and the 
law, and this place n. From all which it is 
moſt manifeſt, that the Apoſtle muſt be fully 


_ acquainted with, and be aware of this popular 


objection to his doctrine; and which he here 
makes anſwer to; partly by way of deteſtation 


and 
Acts vi. 13. n Acts xxi. 28. 
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ala nd abhorrence, God forbid; a wayof ſpeaking 
1 he often makes uſe of, when vile objections 
|] were made to his dodtrine, or ſuch wicked 
| conſequences drawn from it, as were abomi- 
nable to him; as when he obſerves ®, „ What 
ſhall we ſay then? Shall we continue in fr 
that grace may abound? God forbid : How 
ſhall we that are dead to fin live any longer there- 
in? Again®; What ſhall we ſay then? Is the 
law fin? God forbid : Nay, I had not known 
fin but by the law. Once more; ? If while we 
feek to be juſtified by Chriſt, wwe ourſelves alſo are 
found finnners, Is therefore Chriſt the miniſter 
of fin? God forbid: and partly he replies to 
this objeQtion, by —_— the contrary, yea, 
we eftabhiſh the law; in like manner as Chriſt 
. had done before, in a paſſage already referred 
80, Iam not come to deſtroy, but to fulfil; and 
5 indeed, he is not the deſtroying, but the ful- 
filling end of the law for rightemſucſ to every 
one ha believes a. 

Buy faith here we are to underſtand either 
the grace or the doctrine of faith, or both. 
Faith may be conſidered as a grace; which, 
by an inſpired writer is defined to be the fab 

ſtance of things boped for, the evidence of things 
not een . It is a grace peculiar to the choſen 
of God, and precious; it is a fruit, and effect 
of cleQing love, and ſo an evidence of it; 

and is therefore ſtiled * The faith of God's cet. 


It 


Nom. vi. 1. 2. „ch. vi. 7. | Gal. „ „ 
1 Rom. x. 4. 7 Heb, xi. 1. Tit. i. 1. 
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It is a gift of God*, an inſtance of his grace; 
and a ſpecial bleſſing of the everlaſting covenant; 


it is not obtained by the induſtry, power and 
will of man ; it is implanted in the heart by 


the Spirit of God, and the power of his grace; 
- whence it is ſaid to be the faith of the operation 
of God®, This grace has a confiderable place 


and concern in the juſtification of a poor finner 
before God, in the court of conſcience. 'This 


is the eye of the ſoul, by which it ſees and 


looks unto the righteouſneſs of Chriſt for juſti- 
fication ; for that in the goſpel is revealed from 
faith to faith ; it is the hand of the ſoul, by 


-which it receives the bleſſing from the Lord, even 


righteouſneſs from the God of its ſalvation *; or 


in other words, by which it receives abundance 
of Grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs v. 


Hence ſuch as are poſſeſſed of it, are ſaid to 
be 7u/tified by it; not by it as an habit implanted 
in them by the Spirit of God; for, as ſuch, 
it is a branch of ſanctification; nor as an act 


performed by them; for as ſuch, it is their 


act and deed, under the influence of the Spi- 


rit of God ; but relatively, organically, or ob- 
jectively confidered ; that is, as it relates to, 


and is concerned with, or has for its object 


Chriſt's righteouſneſs ; or as it is a means of 
apprehending and receiving that as its juſtifying 


one ; for faith itſelf doth not make us righte- 


ous; it is not our righteouſneſs, nor does it 


B 2 | give 


t Bph. ii. 8. v Col. ii, 12. Rom. i. 17. 
* Pfal, xxiv. So Rom. v. 17. 1 


12 The LAW Eſtabliſbed 
give us one; no, nor an intereſt in Chriſt's 
but it is that grace by which we claim our in- 
tereſt in Chriſt's righteouſneſs; by which we 
have the knowledge and perception of it, and 
poſſeſs that ſpiritual peace, joy and pleaſure 
which ariſe from it: it is that grace by which 
we live on Chriſt as the Lord our righteouſneſs; 
who was delivered into the hands of juſtice and 
death for our offences ; and was raiſed again 
for our juſtification *, Now faith, conſidered 
as having ſuch an hand in this affair, is no 
way. contrary to the law of God; that is, 
not made void by it; nor is obedience to 3 
on the account of faith, rendered unneceſſary 
and inſignificant, as will be ſhewn hereafter. 
Again; By faith may be meant the doctrine 
of faith; and that either as it may intend in 
general the whole goſpel, or in particular, the 
doctrine of juſtification by faith in Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs. The whole goſpel ſometimes 
goes by the name of faith, and is called, The 
faith once delivered to the ſaints, our moſt 
boly faith, and the faith of the goſpel*; becauſe 
it contains things to be believed at once, upon 
the credit of the revealer, and not to be diſ- 
puted by carnal reaſon : it propoſes, and points 
out the great object of faith, Jeſus Chriſt; its 
language is, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved* : it is the nieans in 
the Spirit's hands, of begetting and implanting 
the grace of faith | in the hearts of God's elect: 
„ 
* Rom. iv. 25. Jude der. 3. Phil, i. 27. > adde xvi. 31. 
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Faith comes by bearing, and bearing by the 


word of God e. Yea, the word preached is un- 
profitable, unleſs it be mixed with faith by them 


| that hear it d. Now there is an entire harmo- 


ny and conſiſtency between this doctrine of 
faith and the law of God. The law is ſo far 
from being made void by it, that whatſoever 


is againſt that, is alſo * contrary to ſound doft- 


rine, according to the glorious goſpel of the Bleſſed 


God, committed to the truſt of his ſervants, 


Moreover, ſince the apoſtle is manifeſtly in- 
ſiſting, in the context, upon the doctrine of 
a finner's juſtification before God, it is reaſon- 

able to ſuppoſe, that this is what he principally 
deſigns by faith; and it is not to be wonder- 
ed at, that this ſhould be ſo called; ſince the 
grace of faith is of ſo much uſe in it, to the 


| apprehenſion, knowledge and comfort of it; 


and ſince it is ſo fundamental an article of faith, 

that he that goes off from it, is ſaid to be re- 
moved unto another goſpel ; Chriſt is become of 
no effect unto him, and whoſoever ſeeks to 


be Juſtiſied by the Jaw is fallen from grace *, that 


is, from the doctrine of it. Now by this 
particular doctrine alſo, the law is not made 
null and void; nor are good works, done in 
obedience to it, uſeleſs and unprofitable, 

By the law, I apprehend, we are to under- 
ſtand not the ceremonial law, that law ie 
flood only in meats and drinks, and divers waſh- 

ings 


© Rom. x. 17. 9 Heb. iv, 1 Tim 1.9, 10, 11. 
f Gal. i. 6. and v. 4. | 
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ings, and carnal ordinances impoſed on them, the 


Jews, until the time of reformation, that is, 
the goſpel- diſpenſation, or times of the Meſ- 


fiah; which law only had a ſhadow of good 
things to come, but not the very image of the 


things; and could never, by its daily or yearly 
ſacrifices, make the comers thereunto perfect h; 

and therefore there was a diſannulling of the 
commandment, for the weakneſs and unprofitable- 


neſs of iti. This law is indeed made void and 
uſeleſs; Chriſt has &roken down the middle wall 
of partition which ſtood between, ſeparated 


and diſtinguiſhed between Few and Gentile 


he has aboliſhed in his fleſh the enmity, that 
which was the cauſe of ſo much enmity be- 


tween the people of Iſrael and the nations of 


the world, even the law of commandments con- 
tained in ordinances E; wherefore no man ſhould 
now judge or condemn Chriſtians in reſpec? of 


meat or drink, or of an holy day, or of the nes 


moon, or of the ſabbath days, which are a ſba- 
dow of things to come; but the body is of Chriſt; 


he is the ſum and ſubſtance of all theſe cere- 


monies : nor was this law aboliſhed and made 
void until it was fulfilled in and by Chriſt ; for 
every type and figure, every ſhadow and fa- 
crifice, every office and ordinance pertaining 
to that diſpenſation had their entire accom- 
pliſhment in him. But by the law in this our 
text, I judge, as moral law is intended; that 

law 


: 4 ix. 10. b Heb. x. 1 ! Chap. vii. 19. 
J  ,* 3 os | oy | 
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law which was written in Adams's heart in 
innocence; ſome remains of which are to be 
obſerved in fallen man, and even among the 
Gentiles deſtitute of a divine revelation; and 
becauſe of the depravity of human nature, and 
the treachery of human memory, and becauſe 
this law was ſo much obliterated, and almoſt 
eraſed out of the hearts of men; a new edi- 
tion of it was delivered to Moſes in writing, 
calculated particularly for the people of the 
Jes; and which is oppoſed unto, and con- 
tradiſtinguiſhed from the goſpel of Chriſt ; 
The law was given by Moſes, but grace and 


truth came by Jeſus Chrifi v. The ſum of 
this law is love to God and to our neighbour z 


and is eſtabliſhed by ſanctions of rewards and 
puniſhments, promiſing life in caſe of obedi- 
ence, and threatning with death in caſe of 
diſobedience. | 

Now to make void the law, according to the 
import of the word here uſed, is to deſtroy 
and aboliſh it, to render it idle, inactive, weak, 
uſcleſs, and infignificant®; and to e/fab/i/þ it ac- 
cording to the notation of the word in the text, 
is to make it ſtand, to place it upon a ſure baſis 
and firm foundation, or to make it effefual 


to anſwer the-ends and purpoſes for which it 
is deſigned . — 


m John i. 17. Ow 


® Kalagyzp, inutilem reddimus, ſive otioſam & ignavam, 
emnibusque viribus deftitutam. Hoc enim agyw vocant Græci 
quaſi azgyor, cui opponitur &:ey05. Bexa in loc. | 
o Icon ſtabilimus, id eſt, firmam & efficacem reddimus 
ut opponitur T# xa ey. Ib, 1 
5 


16 We law Bfubl ed 


Upon the whole, the obſervation on the 
text, or the doctrine of it, is this; that the 
nioral law is not made null and vead. but is 
eſtabliſhed both by the grace and doctrine of 
faith. The propoſition conſiſts of two parts, 

a negative and an affirmative. I ſhall firſt 
conſider the one, and then the other, 


Firſt, The nepative part of the propoſition 
is, That the law of God is not made void 
either by the grace or doctrine of faith. 
I. Not by the grace of faith. Tis cer- 
tain, indeed, that believing and working, or 
faith and works are continually oppoſed to, 
and contradiſtinguiſhed from each other in 
the buſineſs of juſtification; every one that 
has read his bible, with any care, will be 
able to obſerve this. How often does the 
apoſtle ſay, That a man. is juſtified by faith, 
without the deeds of the lat ; and that a man 
is not juſtified by the works of the law, but by 
the faith of Feſus Chriſt. Even we, lays he, 
Have believed in Jeſus Chriſt, that we might 
be juſtified by the faith of Chriſt, and not by 
the works of the law : for by the works of the 
law ſhall no fleſh be juſtiſied . And again; 
To him that worketh not, but believeth on him 
that juſtifieth the ungodly, bis faith is counted 
or righteouſneſs :. But then it ſhould be 
known, that faith is not oppoſed to the 

doing 


? Rom. iii. 28. ? Gal. ii. 16. = Rom. iv. 5. 
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doing of good works, in obedience to the 


law of God, from right principles, and with 
right views; but to truſting to, and depend- 
ing upon them, and glorying in them, as the 
matter of juſtification before God, and ac- 
ceptance with him ; for that there is an en- 
tire agreement and confiſtency between - faith 


in Chriſt, and works done in obedience to 


the law upon goſpel principles, will clearly 
appear from the following hints. Let it be 


obſerved then. 


That that faith only is right, which looks 
to and lays hold upon Chriſt's righteouſneſs 


for juſtificatign, that is attended with good 


works, as fruits of righteouſneſs ; for as the 


apoſtle James ays*, wh doth it profit, my 


brethren, though à man ſay he hath faith, _- 


bave not works? Can fait 1 ? Faith, 


zf it hath not _—_ 16 as} being alone: 
and ſuch a faith can never be true and ge- 


nuine, nor of any uſe and advantage; though 
good works do not, and cannot juſtify a man's 


perſon before God ; yet they juſtify a man's 


faith, or- evidence the truth of it before 
men; they are fruits of faith, and ſo teſti- 


monies of the reality of it. 4 man may ſay, 
adds the ſame apoſtle*, thou hoſt faith and 
1 have works : ſhew me thy faith without thy 
works, and I will ſhew thee my faith by my 
wor ks, uw he further A That by 
SID C Wor ks 

James ii, 14, 17. t Yer. 18. 1 
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Upon the whole, the obſervation on the 
text, or the doctrine of it, is this; that the 
nioral law 1s not made null and void. but is 
eſtabliſhed both by the grace and doctrine of 
faith. The propoſition conſiſts of two parts, 
a negative and an affirmative, I ſhall firſt 
conſider the one, and —_ the other, 


Firſt, The negative part of the propoſition 
is, That the law of God is not made void 
either by the grace or doctrine of faith. _ 

1. Not by the grace of faith. Tis cer- 
tain, indeed, that believing and working, or 
faith and works are continually oppoſed to, 
and contradiſtinguiſhed from each other in 
the buſineſs of juſtification ; every one that 
has read his bible, with any care, will be 
able to obſerve this. How often does the 
apoſtle ſay, That a man 7s juſtified by faith, 
without the deeds of the law v; and that a man 
7s not juſtified by the wor ks of the law, but by 


| the faith of Feſus Chriſt, Even we, fays he, 


have believed in Jeſus Chriſt, that we might 
be juſtified by the faith of Chriſt, and net by 


the works of the law : for by the works of the 


law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified . And again; 
To him that worketh not, but believeth on him 
that juſtifieth the ungodly, brs faith 1s counted 
for righteouſneſs”. But then it ſhould be 
known, that faith is not oppoſed to the 

| doing 


» Rom. ii. 29, al. ii. 16. Rom. iv. 5. 
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doing of good works, in obedience to the 
law of God, from right principles, and with 
right views; but to truſting to, and depend- 
ing upon them, and glorying in them, as the 
matter of juſtification before God, and ac- 
ceptance with him; for that there is an en- 
tire agreement and conſiſtency between faith 


in Chriſt, and works done in obedience to 
the law upon goſpel principles, will clearly 


appear from the following hints. Let it be 
obſerved then. Thy 
That that faith only is right, which looks 


to and lays hold upon Chriſt's righteouſneſs 
for juſtificatian, that is attended with good 


works, as fruits of righteouſneſs ; for as the 


apoſtle James ſays*, What doth it profit, my 


brethren, though à man ſay he hath faith, and 
baue not works? Can faith ſaue bim? Faith, 


Fit hath not works is dead, being alone: 


and ſuch a faith can never be true and ge- 
nuine, nor of any uſe and advantage ; though 
good works do not, and cannot juſtify a man's 
perſon before God ; yet they juſtify a man's 


faith, or evidence the truth of it before 
men; they are fruits of faith, and fo teſti- 
monies of the reality of it. A man may ſay, 


adds the ſame apoſtle*, thou baſt faith and 
1 have works : ſhew me thy faith without thy 
works, and I will ſhew thee my faith by my 


| works, Yea, he further obſerves, That by 


C Wor ks 
James ii, 14, 17. t Ver. 18. | 
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x8 The LAW Eſtabliſhed 

works faith is made perfect; and that, as the 
body without the ſpirit is dead; ſo faith 
without works is dead alſon. Not that the 
eſſence, perfection, and life of © faith lie in, 
or flow from works; but becauſe. as one 
rightly judges V works are ſecond acts, ne- 
ceſſarily flowing from the life of faith; and 
faith is ſaid to be perfected by them, not 


with an eſſential perfection, as the effect is 


perfected by the cauſe ; but with a comple- 
mental one, as the cauſe is made perfect, or 
rendered actually compleat in the production 


of the effect. Faith is not an idle, inactive, 
inoperative grace; but a very induſtrious, act- 


ive, and working one; it works'by love to God 
and Chriſt, to fellow Chriftians and fellow 
creatures ; and love, by which .faith works, 
takes a large compaſs of operation; it is very 
extenſive, both as to its objects and its acts. 
Hence that which is perfect, as it is in Chriſt, 
is the fulfilling of the law; and though love 
is imperfect in the ſaints, yet ſo far as it acts 
aright, it acts in agreement with the law ; and 


therefore the law can never be made void by 


that 
v James 11. 22, 26. LEN 


Eides illa quæ fine charitatis operibus exiſtit dicitur ar- 


tua, Fac. ii. 26. Non quia fidei vita ab operibus fluit, ſed 


Jus opera ſunt actus ſecundi ex fidei vita neceſſario fluentes. 
Fides ex operibus dicitur perfici, Zac. ii, 22. Non eſſentiali 
perfectione, ſicut effectum perficitur a cauſa ; ſed complimen- 
tali, ſicut cauſa perficitur, aut actu completa redditur, in pro- 
ductione effecti. Aneſ. Medulla Theolog. J. 2. c. 7. . 35, 36. 
P. 242, 243. | 
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that faith which operates by it. Owe no man 
any thing, faith the apoſtle *, but to love one 


another; for he that Ioveth another, hath ful. 
filled the law. For this, Thou ſhalt not com- 
mit adultery, Thou ſhalt not kill, Thou ſhalt 


not fleal, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe” witneſs, 
Thou ſhalt not covet; and if there be any 
other commandment, it is briefly comprehended 
in this ſaying, namely, Thou ſhalt love thy 
neighbour as thy ſelf. Love worketh no ill to 


bis neighbour ; therefore love is the fulfilling of 


the law. : | | 
Again; as faith without works is dead; 


| fo, on the other hand, works without faith, 


are dead works alſo; yea, Whatſoever is 
not of faith is in rt; and without faith it is 
impoſſible to pleaſe God, or to perform any 
duty acceptable unto him. Hence the law, 


and obedience to it, can never be made 
void by this grace, and the exerciſe of it, or 


its concern in juſtification ; fince h end of 
the commandment is charity, out of a pure 
heart, and of a good conſcience, and of faith 
unfeigned . , "EL 
Beſides, believers, or ſuch, as have true 
faith in- Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, are the 
only perſons that are capable of yielding ſpi- 
ritual obedience to the law, or of performing 
good works in a ſpiritual manner. Men may 
as ſoon expect to gather grapes of thorns, or 
6 figs 


* Rom. xiii. 8, 9, 10. 7? Ch. xiv. 3. Heb. xi 6. 
r | | 4 
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figs. of thiſtles, as to imagine that good works, 
ſuch as are in all their circumſtances ſo, can 
be. performed by an evil man. Men muſt 
become the workmanſhip of God, and be 
created in Chriſt Jeſus, in order to perform 
good works ; which God hath before ordained 
that we ſhould walk in them * ; they muſt be 
made new creatures, and put on the new man; 
which after God is created in, ai, unto righte- 
ouſneſs and true holineſs e; and ſuch as are 
born again, who have the Spirit of Chriſt 
within them, the grace of Chriſt beſtowed 
on them, and particularly, have the grace 
of faith, and that in exerciſe, are beſt qua- 
lified for doing works of real righteouſ- 
neſs, and acts of true holineſs: of all men in 
the world, ſuch as have believed in Chriſt, 
as the Lord their righteouſneſs and ſtrength, 
ought to be careful to maintain good works 
for neceſſary uſes; and theſe, indeed, are 
zealous of them, and are heartily defirous of 
performing more than they do, to teſtify their 
love to Chriſt, and to adorn his doctrine ; 
which doctrine of grace teaches them, that 
denying ungedlineſs and worldly lufts, they 
ſhould live ry, righteouſly and godly in 25 


preſent world *. 
Add to theſe things, that that faith which 
is concerned in a finner's juſtification, looks to 


Chriſt as the end, the fulfilling end of the law 
: for 


e iv, 24. 4 Tit, iii. 8. and ii. 11. 12. 


: i 
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for righteouſneſs; it lays hold upon a righte- 


ouſneis which is every way commenſurate: 
to the law of God; which anſwers all its de- 
mands, and gives it all it requires; a righte- 


ouſneſs with which God is well pleaſed, u- 


ſtice 1s ſatisfied, and by which the law is 
magnified and made honourable *; a righteouſ- 
neſs that is compleat and perfect, pure and 


ſpotleſs; by which all the ſeed of Iſrael ſhall 


be juſtified, and in which. they ſhall glory: 
wherefore that faith which ſpies this in Chriſt, 


looks to him for it, and ſays, Surely in the 
Lord have I righteouſneſs and firength*, can 
never be contrary to the law of God, or e any 


thing by which that is made void and uſeleſs. 
2. Nor is the law made void by the doc- 


trine of faith, particularly by the doctrine of 


juſtification by faith in the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt. Indeed, according to this doctrine, 

the law does not juſtify, nor can any man 
be juſtified by the deeds of it ; the law neither 
has, nor can it have, any ſuch uſe, ſince the 
fall of man; this makes the righteouſneſs of 
another neceſſary, and juſtification to proceed 
on another foot : For what the law could nof 
do, in that it was weak through the freſh, God 
ſending his own Son, in the likeneſs of / finful 
fleſh, and for fin condemned fin in the fleſh ; 


that tbe righteouſneſs of the law might be Full 


filled in us s. Man, through ſin is dead; and 


he 


* Jv, li. 21. „ Ch lv. 24, 25. b Rom, vil. 34. 
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he muſt be made alive before he is capable 
of working righteouſneſs, or of yielding obe- 
dience to the law; there muſt be life before 
there can be rightcouſneſs. Now i, there 
had been a law which could have given life, 
werily. righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the 
law * : but inaſmuch as there never was any 
ſuch law which could give life to a dead fin- 
ner, there can be no juſtification by it. The 


argument uſed by the apoſtle, is ſufficient to | 


give ſatisfaction x4 any one that has any regard 


to Chriſt or true Chriſtianity ; If r1ghteouſ- 
neſs come by the law, then Chriſt is dead in 


vain*:; but though this uſe of the law is 


ſet aſide by the doctrine of faith, yet all i its 


real and proper uſes continue untouched by 
it, and remain in full force; We know that 
the law is good if 4 man uſe it lawfully k. 
There is a lawful and there is an unlawful 
uſe of the law; the unlawful uſe of the law 


is to ſeek for life, righteouſneſs and ſalva- 
tion by it; the lawful uſes of it, and which 


are not 9 0 void by the docttine of faith, 
are ſuch as theſe. 


One uſe of the law is, to inform us of the 


mind and will of God; it is a tranſcript of 


his holy nature and unchangeable will; and 
therefore is it ſelf holy, Juſt and good!; as it 


muſt needs be, fince it comes from bim; it 
teaches us what 3 is that good, and acceptable, 
and 


> Gal. iii. 21, 1 Ch. ii. 21. *1 Tim. i, 8. ! Rom. vii. 12. 
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and perfect will of God; it points out to us 


our duty both to God and man; what ſhould 
be done or not done by us; it directs us to 
love the Lord our God with all our heart, 
ſoul and ſtrength; and to love our neigh- 
bour as ourſelves ; which, in a few words, 
contain the ſum and ſubſtance of it. 

Another uſe of the law is, to convince of 
fin; for by the law is the knowledge of fin ; 
of fin original and actual, of the fin of our 
hearts and nature, as well as of the fin of our 
lips, lives and actions: I had not known fin, 
ſays the apoſtle®, but by the law : for I had 
not known luſt, that i is, known it to be a in, 
and ſinful, except the law had ſaid, Thou 
ſhalt not covet, Not that the law can, or 
does, of itſelf, really and throughly, ſpiri- 


tually and favingly, convince of ſin; for this 
is the work of the Spirit of God: but then 
the Spirit of God makes uſe of the law to 
work in men thorough convictions of their 


ſinful, loſt, and miſerable condition by na- 
ture. 

Again, another uſe of the law, not made 
void by the doctrine of faith is, to be as a glaſs 
to believers themſelves ; to behold therein by 
the light of the divine Spirit, the deformity 
of their ſouls by fin, and the imperfection of 
their obedience ; whereby they grow out of 
love with themſelves, and quit all depen- 

+ dence 


m Rom. iii. 20. V Chap. vii. 7. 
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dence on their own righteouſneſs for juſti- 
fication. So the apoſtle Paul, comparing 
himſelf, his heart and ſervices, with the pure 
and holy law of God, thus expreſſes himſelf ; 
We know that the law is ſpiritual ; but I am 
carnal, ſold under ſin*. In this view- of 
things the pſalmiſt David was able to make 
ſuch an meer as this; I have ſeen an 
end of all perfection; thy ' commandment is 
exceeding broad? ; that is, I ſee that the law 


of God is ſo large and broad, and my obedi- 


ence to it ſo ſhort of it, and ſo imperfect, 
that I deſpair of ever attaining perefection by 


the deeds of it. It was no doubt, by the 


light of the ſpirit, and as beholding herſelf 
in the glaſs of the law, that the church ſaw, 
and ſo ſaid, That her righteouſneſs were as 


Filthy rags, and herſelf as an unclean thing 9. 


Hence, 

'There 1s a farther i of the law to belie- 
vers, and that is, to make the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt more dear and valuable to them : 


for when they ſee how imperfect their own 


righteouſneſs is, and how far ſhort of the de- 
mands of the righteous law of God their obe- 


dience comes; and when they behold what 
- an everlaſting righteouſneſs Chriſt has brought. 
in; how perfect it is in itſelf, and how 
agreeable to the law ; infomuch that it is not 


only fulfilled by it, but magnified and made 
honour- 


Rom. vii. 14. » Pal, cxix; 96.  Ifa. Kir. 6. 
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honourable; they are at once delighted with 


it, fix upon it, and defire to be feund in 
_ Chriſt ; not having on their cun righteouſneſs, 


which is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Chriſt; the righteouſneſs which is 
of God by faith *, 

Once more; another uſe and office of the 
law 1s, that it is a rule of life, that is, of 
action, walk and converſation to the faints ; 
who are not without law to God, but under 
the law to Chriſt* : and as it is in the hands 
of Chriſt, and held forth by him, as King of 


ſaints, and lawgiver in his church, it is to be 


obſerved and attended to by them; and as 


perſons born again, being under the influences 


of the bleſſed Spirit, and having his gracious 
aſſiſtance, they delight in the law of God, af. 
ter the inward man; and though with the 


fleſh, they ſometimes, to their great regret 


and ſorrow, ſerve the law of ſn; yet, at other 


times they are enabled chearfully, and with 
- te mind, to ſerve the law of God*. 


To ay no more; though God's juſtified 
ones are, as ſuch, delivered from the wrath 
and condemnation of the law ; Chriſt having 
redeemed them from thence by being made 


a curſe for them® ; and having the ſentence 


of condemnation executed upon him, which 


their ns deſerved; ſo that there's now no 


condemnation to them that are in him v; they 


D are 


r Phil. iii. 24 +23 Car. ix. 27; t Rom. vii. 22, 25. 
"I. 1.13; V Rom, vil. 1. 
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are paſſed from death to life, and ſhall never 
enter into condemnation : yet the law re- 
mains a curſing and damning law to others ; 

it lies againſt Chriſtleſs finners ; it pronoun- 


ces them guilty, and accurſes chem; it ſays 
to them that are of the works of it, ind are 


under it, Curſed is every one that continues not 
in all things which are written in the book of 
the law to do them*; yea, it is the killing 
letter, the miniſtration of condemnation and 
death unto them. Thus the law, as to theſe 
uſes of it, both to ſaints and ſinners, is not 
made void by the doctrine of faith. 
Perhaps it will be aſked, Is not the law, 


in ſome ſenſe, deftroy'd and aboliſh'd ? Does 


not the apoſtle ſay? to believers, Ye are not 


under the law, but under grace? yea, he af- 


firms that they are become dead to the law 
by the body of Chriſt ; and that they are deli- 
vered from the law, that being dead where- 
in they were beld*, And. elſewhere *, he 
argues from the former glory of the law, to 
the more excelling glory of the goſpel, thus, If 


that which is done away, that is, the law, was 


glorious, much more that which remaineth, that 
is, the everlaſting golpel, 1s gberious. To which 
1 anſwer, 

That the law, as a covenant of works, is 
aboliſhed, and done away ; 1n this ſenſe, 4 is 
made void to believers. Adam was a cove- 


wh | nant 
* Gal. iii. 10. Y Rom, vi. 14. Z Chap. vii. 4. 6. 
Cor. iii 117 | WEEK 
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nant head and repreſentative of all his po- 


ſterity, in which he was a figure of him that 


was to come; the law was given to him and 


to all mankind in him, promiſing life on con- 
dition of obedience, and threatning with 
death in caſe of tranſgreſſion. Adam ſoon 
broke this covenant, whereby /n entered into 
the world, and death by fin; and ſo death 
' paſſed upon all men] for in him all kave An- 
ned Þ, God's elect themſelves not excepted, 
Theſe were conſidered in Adam, their natu- 
ral and federal head ; they ſinned in him, and 
fell with him; the ſentence of death poſſed on 
them as on others; the reaſon why it was 
not, and never will be executed upon them, 
is, becauſe Chriſt, in the everlaſting cove- 
nant, became their ſurety and ſubſtitute ; en- 
gaged to bear the puniſhment of their fins, 


and make ſatisfaction to the law and juſtice 


of God for them ; which he has done by his 
ſufferings and death; and ſo has delivered 
them from the law, as a Covenant of works; 
and from all that miſery, deſtruction and 
death, it entailed upon them: whecrefore 


they are not under the law, as a covenant of 


works, but under grace, the covenant of 
grace. | 

Again; the law is aboliſhed and done a- 
way, as to the form of adminiſtration of it 
by Moſes. The whole frame of the M/ ic 
_ veconomy is broke to pieces; which was fip- 
D 2 unified 


Þ Rom. v. 12. 14. 
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nified by the two tables of ſtone being caſt 
out of his hands and broken, when he came 
down from the mount; which were after- 
wards renewed, and put into the ark, a 
type of Chriſt; in whoſe hands, and not in 
the hands of Moſes, is the law to be conſi- 


dered. The eus (aid to the poor blind man, 


that was cured by Chriſt, Thau art his, i. e. 
Chriſt's diſciple; but we are Moſes's diſci- 
ples e. They valued themſelves upon the lat- 
ter; we Chriſtians upon the former. Moſes, 
indeed, was a faithful ſervant; but he was 
only a ſervant: : Chriſt is a Son over his own 


houſe; and 'tis he that we are to hearken to. 


When Moſes and Elias were with Chriſt on 
the mount, at the time of his transfiguration, 


a voice was heard, ſaying, This ts my beloved 


Son, in whom I am well pleaſed : hear ye him“; 


not es and Elias, but hear the well-belo- 
ved Son. 


Moreover, the law is deftroy'd as a yoke 
of bondage. As it was a covenant of works, 
and as adminifter'd under the former diſpen- | 
fation, it tended to bondage, and induced a 
ſervile ſpirit on thoſe that were under it. It 
was not only a rigid ſchoolmaſter, but a ſe- 
vere taſk-maſter ; not only ſetting hard lei- 
ſons, but requiring ſtrict and perfect obedi- 
ence, without giving any ſtrength to per- 
form, or ditecting where it is to be had; 

but 


© Joan ix. 28. Matt. xvil. 5. 


„„ 
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8 but now, in Chriſt's hands, it is a perfect 


law of liberty ; and ſuch as are called by 
grace, are made a willing people in the day 
of Chriſt's power upon them; not only to 
be faved alone by "aa but to yield a chear- 
ful obedience to the law, as given forth by 
him. In this view of it, its commandments 
are not grievous ; this yoke i is eaſy, and this 
burden is light ; the ſaints ſerve it with plea- 
ſure, not in the oldneſs of the letter, but in 
newneſs of ſpirit *, 

Likewiſe, As has been already a 
the people of God are freed from the male- 
diction of it, and condemnation by it, and fo 
from the terror of it ; 'tis a terrifying law, as 


it is a curſing and damning one; wherefore, 


to ſuch, who deſire to be under it, it may be 
ſaid, what the apoſtle did? Do ye not hear 


the law? it ſpeaks wrath and vengeance, cur- 


fing and bitterneſs; it is @ vozce of words, of 
terrible words ; which they that heard at 


mount Sinai, intreated that the word ſhould 


not be ſpoken to them any more; for they could 
not endure that which was commanded. But 
now the caſe. is different with us under the 
goſpel diſpenſation ; the ſcene is altered ; the 
face of things 1s changed ; we hear a different 
voice; love, grace and mercy, inſtead of 
wrath and vengeance ; bleſſing and falvation, 
in the room of curſing and condemnation : 
; 5 we 
© James i. 25. f Rom. vii. 6. 5 Gal, iv. 21. 
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we are not come unto the mount that might be 
touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto 
blackneſs, and darkneſs, and tempeſt; but we 
are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of 
the living god, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and 
to an innumerable company of angels, to the 
general aſſembly, and church of the firſt born, 
which are written in heaven, and to God 
the Judge of all, and to the ' ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect, and to Feſus the Mediator 
of the new covenant, and to the blood of ſprink- 


ling, that ſpeaketh better thi ngs than that of 


Abel*. 

Once more ; the law is abrogated and 
made void, with reſpect to juſtification. We 
are not to ſeek for, and expect life and 


righteouſneſs by obedience to it; and ſhould 


we, our ſeeking would be in vain, and our 
expectation would be diſappointed. Iſrael, 
which followed after the law of righteouſneſs, 
bath not attained to the law of righteouſneſs. 
Wherefore £ becauſe they ſought it not by 
Faith, but as it were by the works of the lau. 

The ſame ſucceſs attends all thoſe who pur- 
ſue the ſame ſcheme, and take the ſame me- 
thods; by which they diſcover their igno- 


rance; vanity and pride; their ignorance of 


the dri nel of the juſtice of God; their 


vain opinion and conceit of their own righte- 


ouineſs; and their haughty and contemptuous 
reje- 
® Heb. xii. 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24. Rom. ix. 31, 32. 
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resection of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; all 
which is expreſſed in theſe few words; For 
they being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs and 
going about to eſtabliſb a righteouſneſs of their 
own, have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the 
righteouſneſs of God k. This is to act con- 
trary to God's declared way and method of 
juſtifying ſinners. There can be no juſtifi- 
cation by the deeds of the law; this uſe of 
the law 1s entirely aboliſhed ; we are not to 


| obey it with any ſuch view, or for ſuch a 


purpoſe ; no, we are to yield obedience to it, 


as in the hands of Chriſt, from a principle 
of love to him; and to expreſs our gratitude 


for the numerous mercies we receive from 
him, and through him ; and to teſtify our 


profeſſed ſubjection, and our ſenſe of obliga- 
tion to him. 


But now, though the aw i is made void as 
a covenant of works, it ſtill continues a rule 
of action, walk and converſation ; though it 
is done away as to the form of the admini- 


ſtration of it by Mofes, the matter, the ſum 


and ſubſtance of it remains firm, unalterable, 
and unchangeable in the hands of Chriſt ; 
though it is deſtroyed as a yoke of bondage, 
it is in being as a perfect law of liberty; 
and though believers are delivered from the 
curſe and condemnation of it, they are not 
exempted from obedience to it; and though 


they 


k Rom. x. z. 
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they are not to ſeek for juſtification by it, 
they are under the greateſt obligations, by 
the ſtrongeſt ties of love, to have a regard 

to all ts commands. So much for the nega- 
tive part of the propoſition. I proceed, 


Secondly, to conſider the affirmative, and 
to ſhew that the law is eſtabliſhed by the 
grace and doctrine of faith. 

The perpetuity of the law is maintained 
hereby. The grace of faith always views 
the bw in the hands of Chriſt, looks to 
him as the fulfilling end of it, and is attend- 


ed with works done in obedience to it. Ac- 


cording to the doctrine of juſtification by faith 
in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, all the pre- 


cepts of the law are fulfilled, its penalty en- 


dured, and that itſelf continued as a rule off 
righteouſneſs. The law upon the goſpel 
ſcheme, is as unchangeable, and more fo than 
the laws of the Medes and Perſians, not one 
jot nor tittle of it has paſſed away, nor ſhall 
ever paſs away; for all 1 is fulfilled, and will 
be preſerved, 

The ſpirituality of the law is aſſerted and 
ſecured upon the foot of faith, and the do- 
ctrine of it. The Phariſees of old, as much 
as in them lay, made void the law, as to the 
{pirituality of it, at the fame time they pre- 
tended to be advocates for it; by inſinuating 
as though the law only regarded the exter- 
nal 3 HE of life, and was not concerned 


about 


S the Gos p ETI. 33 
about the ſecret motions, inward thoughts 


and luſts of the heart: whereas, ſuch as have 
believed in Chriſt, and underſtand his goſpel, 
| have other notions of the law; and know, 


that it is ſpirituall. A true believer, in the 


exerciſe of the grace of faith, beholds the 
inward corruption of his heart and nature; 
and mourns over. it, as contrary to the pure 
and holy law of God; and at the ſame time, 


according to the doctrine of faith, with 
pleaſure views, that he is 7u/?zfied by the blood 
of Chriſt, even by that b/ood which cleanſeth 


from all ſin n, of heart, lip and life. TT 
Ihe perfect righteouſneſs of the law is 


ſtabliſhed by faith, and the doctrine of it. 

hatever the law requires, according to this - 
doctrine, is given it. Does it require pure 
and ſpotleſs holineſs of nature? There is in 
Chriſt an entire conformity to it in this re- 
ſpect; who is holy, harmleſs and undefiled ; 
and as ſuch, is an high prieſt that becomes us, 


is ſuitable to us, as being our ſanctification 
and our righteouſneſs. Does the law require 


ſinleſs and perfect obedience to all its com- 
mands ? Chriſt has always done the things 
that pleaſed his father, and has done all the 


things that are pleaſing to him; he has per- 
fectly obeyed the whole preceptive part of 


the law. Does the law require of, and 
threaten tranſgreſſors with the penalty of 

25 * death? 
I Rom vii. 14. Ch. v. 9. 1 John i. 7. 
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death ? Chriſt being made fin, was made 
curſe for his people, and became obedient to 
death, even the death of the croſs. So that 
the law, in all reſpects, is magnified, and 
made honourable by him, according to the 
doctrine of faith, We bring to the law in 
Chriſt our head, or rather he in our room 
and ſtead, a righteouſneſs which anſwers all 
the demands of it, and caſts a luſtre and glo- 
ry upon it: and indeed, all the obedience of 
angels and men put together, does not, and 
cannot give the law ſuch glory and honour 
as the obedience and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
does. Whence tis clear, that the law is ſo 
far from being made void, that it is . 
eſtabliſhed by it. 

Obedience to the law by believers, is en- 
forced upon them by the beſt of motives, and 
yielded to it by them, under the beſt of in- 
fluences; it 1s enforced 'on goſpel motives 
and principles. Read over the epiſtles of the 
apoſtle Paul, particularly thoſe to the Ephe- 
Jans, and Coloffians, and you will cafily ſee 
how the faints are exhorted to all the duties 
of life, incumbent on them in their families, 
the churches and the world; and are encou- 
raged to a performance of them upon the 
principles of grace, and by the docttines of 
it; and according to the covenant of grace, 
they have the beſt afliſtance promiſed, * 
vided and afforded to them. I will put 
my law in their inward parts, ſays the 
Lord, 
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Lord *, and 1 will write it in their hearts. 
And again ; 1 will put my ſpirit within you, 
and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes ; and ye ſhall 
keep my judgments, and do them. 
Once more; by the doctrine of faith we 
eſtabliſh the law, or make it ſtand; becauſe 
we place it in the beſt of hands, and upon 
the ſureſt foundation. The law was put into 
the hands of Adam ; but it did not long con- 
tinue there; it was quickly tranſgreſſed and 
broken. The two tables of ſtone, with the 
law written on them, were put into Meſes's 
hands; but he, as he came down from the 
mount, caſt them out of his hands, and 
broke them to pieces beneath it: but now 
the law, according to the doctrine of fait, 
s put into the hands of Chriſt; and there it 
ſtands, and will ſtand firm and ſure to all 
generations; yea, it will ſtand unchangeable 
and unalterable to all eternity. We ay, 
The Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our Lau 
giver, the Lord is our 1 and be ⁊eull 
ſave us. 
In this view of the law, how amiable and 
lovely muſt it look in the eyes of ſaints; 
they cannot but delight in it, as ſatisfied by 
Chriſt, and take pleaſure in obeying it, as it 
is in his hands the language of their ſouls 
is that of David's , O how love I thy Jaw! 
it © 
n Jer. xxxi. 33. o Ezek. xxxvi. 27. ? Iſa. XXXViii, 22. 
2 Pal. cxix. 97. | | | 
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it is my meditation all the day. And as there 


N Po „ 
„ 


is a pleaſure attends an obſervance of it, 


there's peace in it; though it doth not ariſe 


frem it, nor is faunded on it: Great peate 


have they which love thy law, and nothing 


fall offend them. Such as are believers in 
Chriſt, ought not only to be careful to main< 


tain, but even to excel, to go before others in 


good works, Let us, therefore, by divine 


aſſiſtance, ſhew, by our lives and converſations 


the tin: of this doctrine, That the law is * 


made void, bt eſtabliſhed by the goſpel. 


Let us, as it is wwe will of God we ſhould, 


with well doing, put to filence the ignorance 


of fooliſh men; and ſhame them who falſly 


accuſe our good converſation in Chriſt, Let 
us make it appear, throughout the Whole of 


\ our conduct, under the gracious influences of 
\ the Spirit of God, that we have a proper re- 


gard to the unchangeable law of God, as to 
x everlaſting goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus. 


x Pſal. cxix. 165. 
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